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The Editorial Commuttec do not hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Committee before the 15th of
the previous month.

Provincial Road Planning.

The Government of Madras have certain schemes for road
development as part of their post-war reconstruction programme.
They propose to lay 18,000 miles of new roads. This will be done
at an estimated cost of ten crores of rupees. Five crores will be
spent on bridges and five crores for actual road-making. At present
36,000 miles of road exist. Kor bettering these roads the Govern-
ment propose to spend 25 crores. All this is spread over a period of
twenty years. The local Governments’ programme is part of the
All-India programme. T!lerefore, the Central Government appear
to lay down broad policies. It appears they stipulate that no village
with a population of 1,000 and above in a highly agricultural area
should be further away than two miles from an all-weather road.
No village of the same type in a non-agricultural area should be
further away than six miles from an all-weather road.

We are concerned, as we have so often pointed out, with the
village and the village ryot’s convenience. Except where the area
is covered by forests the whole of the land in our country is practi-
cally agricultural land. It is really the poorer agriculturist who is
in a majority that suffers most; because, he has not the means to
invest on high class carts or strong bulls or rubber tyres. If he has
to grow out of his poverty the Government should give him all
facilities on a par with his richer brother. Therefore, it appears to
us to be inviduous to make a distinction between highly agricultural
and less agricultural areas. The less agricultural areas have to grow
into highly agricultural areas or, better, still into areas produc-
ing other goods of value. In either case, they require full facilities
of communication.

The criterion of two miles distance from an all-weather road or
gix miles thereof does not seem to possess any point. Every village
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say of a 1,000 population or more, must be connected to the high
ways by an all-weather road.

A road is required to serve the ryot in bad weather. In fair
weather, the ryot in this country oar always negotiate any
ordinary track easily. Roads for pleasure rides are very much
further away from the thoughts of the ryot. His main necessity is
a road from where he lives to the outside world that will help him
to transport himself and his produce to that wider world. Experience
has shown that in times of epidemics during rains village after
village in certain traots is left uncared for, because no comfortable
conveyance can take medical help to it.

We therefore feel that the true policy for road laying in this
country should be to help every village to construct its own pucca
road to the nearest high way. There are about 15,000 villages in our
province. Five crores distributed over them would give an average
of about Rs. 3,300 which is not overmuch. With the help of local
labour properly organised this may be augmented to Rs. 6,000. It ig
only village panchayats that can best carry out this programme.
The Mysore State with its panchayats and their roads is an example,
For this one purpose of roads panchayats nfay be formed universally
and they be required by a proper plan and Government help to
connect their village or villages with the outside world.

Under Indian conditions, it is always tragic that schemes
emanate from centralised authority and the village is the Iast to be
given the power or option to mould its own destiny. It is no use
entrusting even district boards with the power to make roads for
villages.

Woe are glad that 25 crores of rupees is allotted for the improve-
ment of existing roads. 'The central and local Governments and
district boards may very well take charge of this work and the
10 crotes intended for new roads may well be earmarked for
expenditure by panchayats preferably through joint committees
organising local labour resources. Of course, guidance, control, and
supervision of higher authorities is always there.

. ——

The Tungabhadra Project.

A final agreement has been reached with Mysore and Hyderabad
regarding the utilisation of the waters of the Tungabhadra. The
Madras Government have decided to take up the construction of a
dam and reservoir at Mallapuram in conjunction with the Govern-
ment of Hyderabad as soon as possible.

The scheme is estimgted to cost, at the present rates, about
rupees ten crores and is expected to be completed in about eight
vears. Water for irrigation may, however, become available at the
end of six years. The area to be irrigated in Bellary and Kurnool dis-

" triots under the present scheme is about four lakhs of acres. AVith
the exception of about ten per cent of the area, where rice will be
grown, irrigation will be for growing dry crops, such as millets,
cotton and groundnut besides garden crops.

Both -the Madras and Hyderabad Governments will develop
hydro-eleotric power at the site of the dam. The power generated
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by Madras will be available for industrial development in the neigh-
bouring areas of the Ceded districts.

The cost of the dam and reservoir will be shared equally by the
Madras and Hyderabad Governments. The construction will be
undertaken jointly by the Public Works Departments of both the
Governments.

With this news broadcast we have certainly reached a stage
which was never reached before during the last forty-two years that
the scheme has been talked of. We may well congratulate Sri
S. V. Ramamoorti, 1.C.8., for the progress he has achieved in this mat-
ter. The newspapers have further published certain expectations.
It is expected, we are told. that the construction work will begin
next year. In the meantime, the necessary staff will be appointed
for carrying out preliminary work. These expectations, if realised
would be very welcome. But, on behalf of the Government, it has
often been stated that the scheme will have to wait till after the
war. If at all anything may be done previousto that, it will be
digging of earth if famine conditions should arise. We only desire
that the Government does not wait either for the famine or for the
end of the war. All that can be done immediately should be taken
up without delay. That is the only way of assuring people who have
waited for the scheme starving for it for over four decades.

Mysore and Minor Industries.

Mysore forges ahead in all directions.

A novel scheme for the solution of unemployment among edu-
cated classes has been sanctioned by the Government of Mysore who
have framed rules empowering the Director of Industries -and
Commerce to grant loans for this purpose.

Under the scheme, the Director is authorised to grant loans to
deserving persons who are Mysoreans bv birth or domicile for the
purchase of technical equipment including cost of erection. Loans
will also be advanced to meet losses in the early stages of produc-
tion and even working capital in special cases. Grants will not
exceed Rs. 1,000 and would in no case go beyond Rs. 2,000. Half the
amount advanced will be treated as subsidy, the balance being loan,
interest- free, repayable in equal monthly instalmeqts spread over a
period not exceeding five years.

We wish the Government of Madras seriously considered a
goheme like this for our province, more especially for the Rayala-
seema and the like areas where there is ever-recurring famine.
People over there have been told by responsible officers that capital
should be found by the peoyle if they desire development of the
area, and that what the Economic Development Board can assist in
is to give technical information and advice. It is not possible to
induce the capitalist to invest money on schemes in which he
cannot make big and immediate gains. If small indusiries have to
thrive and the poor unemployed educated man should take to them
Government must act generously somewhat in the manner of
Mysore. We hope that will ere long happen.
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